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WELCOME TO CLIFTON 

 

 

Welcome to the village of Clifton!  We hope that you will 

soon feel settled in our community and that you will find 

that we are a friendly bunch of people. 

 

When you move to a new area and perhaps know very few 

people, or none at all, it is not always easy to find out who’s 

who, or what goes on locally.  The information in this folder 

has been put together as a joint venture between Clifton 

Parish Council and the Parish Church of Holy Trinity, Clifton, 

in order to introduce our village to you and hopefully to 

make some things easier for you.  It will not answer all your 

questions, but it might answer some, or it might put you in 

touch with someone who can help. 

 

We offer you our very good wishes and look forward to 

meeting you in due course. 

 

Holy Trinity Church PCC 

Clifton and Compton Parish Council 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

      

 

 



A brief history of our village……. 

 

 
There are many Cliftons around the country and our village, with a 

population of around 500, is not the biggest and certainly not the 

best known, but it must rank highly when choosing the best place 

to live! 

 

A few people lived here in Anglo-Saxon times but it was in no 

sense a significant settlement. It was then called Cliptune indicating 

the steep rise on Watery Lane onto the sandstone outcrop, which is 

now the core of the old village. The Doomsday Book describes 

Cliptune as having 8 villagers and 5 smallholdings. There was a 

mediaeval chapel dedicated to St Mary but it fell into disuse at the 

time of the reformation and was pulled down in 1750. The village 

once boasted two crosses, one of which gave its name to an area of 

the present village near to the junction of the A515 with Green 

Lane, and the other stood outside the Cock Inn. 

 

Holy Trinity Church was built between 1843 and 1845, soon 

followed by the railway station in 1852 and the school in 1854.  A 

Wesleyan Chapel was built on what is now Chapel lane, and a 

Primitive Methodist Chapel stood on Mayfield road. 

 

The Parish Council first met in 1894, and amongst its first projects 

was the Henmore Bridge on Watery Lane, which was completed in 

1899. The Church burial ground was opened in 1905; gas came to 

the village in 1912, the lychgate to the church was built in 1914, 

and its clock added ten years later. The Clifton-Smith hall became 

part of the village landscape in the 1930’s. 

 

It is not known which is the oldest building, although it is possibly 

either Cock Inn  or Holme Farm .The oldest structure is the original 

Hanging Bridge, which dates back to the 14th century. Clifton’s 

listed buildings are Holy Trinity Church, the lychgate, Church 

Cottage(with its timber porch), The Croft, Clifton House, Two 

Gatesand Clifton Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

An old directory describes Clifton as ‘a delightful straggling village 

stretching westwards to the River Dove’.  Its other boundaries extend 

part way along Snelston Lane, half way up Collycroft Hill, Dobbin Horse 

Lane to Tinkers Inn at the junction with Wyaston Lane and the 

Ashbourne By Pass; down to and along Mayfield Road to the county 

boundary with Staffordshire at the Hanging Bridge. 

 

Although many things have inevitably changed over the years (the loss 

of the Post office and the village shop for example) the Church, the 

School, the Parish Council, the village pub and cricket are still very 

much part of village life.  

 

We hope that this potted history has given you a better feel for how 

Clifton has developed over the years to become the very pleasant 

environment we live in today.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 



Some useful names !   

 

Clifton Parish Council  

i) Jo Harrison                       07968 159193 

ii) Vice Chairman Phil Simpson                   01335 346355 

iii) Councillor    Ron Taylor                       01335 347772 

iv) Councillor    Nigel Haighton           07808 095713 

v) Councillor    Bob Nicholson                    01335 342514 

vi) Councillor    Paul Siddall                      01335 343706 

      vii)    Parish Clerk Nicola Taylor Smith           07990 975379 

 

 Holy Trinity Church 

    Holy Trinity Church is part of the Ashbourne group of churches      
     supported by a Priest and Associate Priest based in Ashbourne. 

 

i)       Rev.Duncan Ballard                                        01335 343129 

ii)       Churchwarden   Mrs Tina Harbinson           01335 343749 

iii) PCC Secretary   Mrs Jackie Nicholson              01335 342514   

 

      Notices about church services are displayed on the village notice    

      board and also included in the village newsletter 

 

                                                            

  Clifton C of E Primary School 

Headteacher    Mrs.J.Hart                                          01335 342473 

    

    Clifton Smith Hall  

For bookings - contact Jane Locker                           07800670806 

      Caretaker – Simon Lister                                           07528350228                           

  

     The Cock Inn 

Contact Bex Burrows      01335 419308 

 
  

  

 

 

 

    

 

  

 

 

 



 

What can Clifton offer? 

 

There are a range of facilities and activities available to residents 

within the village. Some of these are based at the Clifton Smith Hall, 

others take place outside, or in The Cock Inn!   

 

The Parish Council produces a monthly newsletter with all the 

important diary dates, news updates, events, etc. happening in the 

village.  This newsletter is emailed to those with email addresses, 

or can be delivered in paper format please contact the Parish 

Council and register your interest. 

   

 
 

To subscribe to the newsletter please visit the Parish Council’s 

website at http://cliftonparishcouncil.uk and select the ‘Clifton 

Village Newsletters’ option. 

 

 

The Cock Inn 

The village pub is very much part of the village life. Situated 

centrally and opposite the church it is a focal point for many 

people.    The Cock Inn recently reopened with new proprietors Bex 

Burrows and Paul Hotter who formerly ran the Ostrich at Longford. 

A good selection of ales and food are available.   

 

 

 

 

 

http://cliftonparishcouncil.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Clifton Smith Hall 

The Church Hall (Clifton Smith Hall) is regularly used by village 

clubs, as well as by our school for lunches and indoor activities. It is 

available for hire when not in use by school, especially at weekends. 

The hall had an extensive facelift and extension a few years ago 

thanks to a Big Lottery Grant and a lot of hard work from a 

committee of local residents.    

 

The hall is managed by a committee made up of PCC members, 

residents and user representatives. The current Chair is Helen 

Craven). Ideas for additional use, and fund raising are always 

welcome. 

 

A defibrillator has recently been installed on the right-hand wall of 

the hall. An instruction leaflet of instructions for using the 

defibrillator is enclosed at the back of this leaflet. 

 

 

      

 

    

      

     



 

Clifton Playing Field. 

 

This is owned by the village, and its management and development is 

overseen by the Parish Council, which provides regular updates on 

safety and equipment. The field offers a safe play environment for 

young children; the all-weather pitch allows more energetic activity for 

older children. It is pleasant area to sit and picnic.   

 

Clifton School use it for rounders and other sports, and it provides a 

good venue for several village events.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clifton WI : 

Meets 2nd Wednesday in each month in Clifton Smith Hall 

Contact   President Mrs Tina Harbinson               01335 343749             

               Secretary  Mrs Phyl Kirkman                 01335 343498 

 

Clifton Art Club 

An increasingly popular group meeting regularly 

     Contact  Mrs Jan Radford                                01335 346273 

 

Short Mat Bowls Club: 

Meets Monday evenings in Clifton Smith Hall 

Contact  Chairman Mr Neville Luscombe              01335 342307 

 

    Clifton Cricket Club: 

The ground is along Chapel Lane,and the club enjoys a full fixture list. 

The club runs several teams including a Junior Team, and also offers 

coaching. Recently a new pavilion has been built in celebration of the 

Club’s 150th. anniversary.  

Contact     Chairman Roger Jones                      07891 844510 
                                 

 



 

 

 

 

 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   SOME USEFUL CONTACTS IN ASHBOURNE 

    Public Transport: 

➢ Ashbourne Community Transport serves a number of people in 

the village and if you have transport needs they may be able to 

help. Contact number                                        01335 300670 

 

Health: 

a) Doctors Surgeries: 

i)  Ashbourne Medical Practice                      01335 230085                                           

ii) Clifton Road Surgery                                     01335 300588                     

b) Dental Surgeries  

i)   Ashbourne Dental Practice                          01335 345645                    

         ii)   Peak Dental Practice                                    01335 343126                   

        iii)   Osborne House  Dental Practice                   01335 342509 

 

     Churches: 

a)  St Oswald’s Parish Church         Revd.Duncan Ballard               

 St Oswald’s Parish Office                                 01335 343052 

                                      

b)  All Saints Roman Catholic         Father John Guest                     

                                                                                01335 342236 

c)  Ashbourne Methodist Church   Minister Tim Morris                

                                                                              01335 342408  

d) Elim Pentecostal Church            Pastor Ben Brown 

                                                                              01335 344338 

   Baptist Church meets   Sunday mornings Empire Ballroom 

 

e) Kingdom Hall of Jehovah Witnesses Hall Lane  meetings 

Sundays/Thursdays 

 

 



    Ashbourne Golf Club: 

An 18 hole club extending from Wyaston to Clifton. New members 

are welcome. There is a very active Junior Section with Junior 

coaching available.  

     Contact   Golf Professional Steve Clancy   01335 347960                   

 

  

     Ashbourne Leisure Centre/ Sports Activities 

     A variety of sports and fitness activities take place here in addition    

     to the swimming pool.                      01335 343712                       

        

    

 Ashbourne Public Library  

     The library is situated on Compton, for details of facilities go  

     to ashbourne.library@derbyshire.gov.uk            01629 533950 

 

   Ashbourne Ex–Service Men’s Club 

    Market Place, Ashbourne                             01355 342076 /342079 

    

  Volunteer Centre –Derbyshire Dales  

   Ashbourne Business Centre 

   Dig Street, Ashbourne                                              01335 348602 

 

   Shopping:  

➢ Whilst this information is not seeking to promote individual 

businesses it may help you to know that there is Reward Card 

system in operation amongst several retailers.      

➢  A Gold Card system for all residents over 60 years. More 

information from the District Council Office at the Leisure 

Centre. Some businesses offer a small discount on 

presentation of the Gold Card. 

➢ There is a small market in the Market Place on Thursdays and 

Saturdays. 

➢ Residents receive a parking permit allowing free parking from 

4.00pm to 11.00am the following day 
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Further Information sources: 

 

➢ Parish Council website http://cliftonparishcouncil.uk  

➢ Parish Council facebook page http://fb.me/cliftonparishcouncil  

➢ Clifton Smith Hall facebook page: 

➢ https://www.facebook.com/Clifton-Smith-Hall-Clifton-Village-

344230115701052/  

➢ Hall notice board gives contact details for bookings etc 

➢ Village notice board has information sections for the Parish 

Council, the Hall Committee, the Church and in addition a 

general community section.  

➢ The Parish Council compiles a monthly newsletter after taking 

over the duty from the Cock Inn in June 2018.To subscribe to 

receive the newsletter please go to the Parish Council website at 

CliftonParishCouncil.uk and click on the “Clifton Village 

Newsletters” link.  As well as being able to subscribe to receive 

future newsletters we are also building an archive of newsletters 

on that page. 

 

Information up to date as at November 2018 
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